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Why is power sharing desirable? 

You will find the answer to this question in the points below. 

1. Power sharing is good because it helps to reduce the possibility of 
conflict between social groups. 

2. The second reason is that, a democratic rule involves sharing power 
with those affected by its exercise, and who have to live with its effects. 
People have a right to be consulted on how they are to be governed. 

Let us call the first set of reasons Prudential and the second moral. The prudential 
reasons stress that power sharing will bring out better outcomes, whereas the moral 
reasons emphasise the act of power sharing as valuable. 

Form of Power Sharing 

Most of you must think that Sharing power = dividing power = weakening the country. A 
similar thing was believed in the past. It was assumed that all the power of a 
government must reside in one person or group of persons located at one place. 
Otherwise, it would be very difficult to make quick decisions and to enforce them. But 
these notions have changed with the emergence of democracy. In a democracy, people 
rule themselves through institutions of self-government. Everyone has a voice in the 
shaping of public policies. Therefore, in a democratic country, political power should be 
distributed among citizens. 
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